
 
 
 
 

Bay Area JusticeCorps  
Application Packet 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Help others help themselves find justice. 
Learn about the law, and life, in return.

 

 University         1st Round  Application Deadline         2nd Round Deadline 
UC Berkeley                            3/19                                         4/30
CSUEB                                     4/26                                          5/21
Stanford                                  2/20                                          4/3
SF State                                   3/19                                          4/16

San Jose State                        4/19                                          4/29 

 

Applications for Remaining Positions Accepted on a Rolling Basis after the 2nd 
                                           application deadline. 

(Applications for open positions will continue be accepted on a rolling basis through early September 2009. 
JusticeCorps reserves the right to stop reviewing applications earlier if all available member positions have 
been filled. Students applying after the application deadline for their school should contact the JusticeCorps program

    office at 510-627-4988 before completing an application to determine position availability.) 

 
 

Funded through AmeriCorps, JusticeCorps is a collaborative project of 
the California Administrative Office of the Courts, Bay Area Superior 

Courts and Bay Area Universities 

*Applications must be received at the JusticeCorps office on or before the due date.
(Applicants wishing to hand-deliver applications may make arrangements to do so by calling 510-627-4988.

Funded through AmeriCorps, JusticeCorps is a collaborative project of 
the California Administrative Office of the Courts, Bay Area Superior 

Courts and Bay Area Universities 



PLEASE READ THIS INFORMATION BEFORE COMPLETING THE APPLICATION 
 
Program Description: California is experiencing an explosion in the number of individuals appearing in 
court without attorney representation on a variety of matters from family law to housing issues. The 
majority of these individuals are not obtaining professional help because they cannot afford it.  
 
Self–represented litigants face many obstacles in their attempts to resolve important legal matters, 
including a lack of familiarity with legal terms and mandatory forms, and an inability to follow or fully 
comprehend court proceedings or orders given in court. Inability to resolve legal matters jeopardizes 
litigants’ ability to secure safe, affordable housing, to overcome barriers to employment, to obtain 
guardianships, or to avoid domestic violence and elder abuse. It also has far reaching societal impacts 
including: family instability and resultant increases in numbers of children involved in the juvenile 
dependency and delinquency system; a general lack of public trust and confidence in the court system; 
increased challenges for law enforcement officers; and increased rates of homelessness.  
 
As a JusticeCorps member you will be trained to provide legal information to self–represented litigants to 
assist them with resolving important legal matters such as those described above. You will be placed in a 
Self-Help Legal Access or Family Law Center in the Bay Area. Service will consist of one-on-one 
interaction with litigants and assisting attorneys in providing workshops and consultations.  
 
Important Facts You Need to Know:  
• JusticeCorps members are required to complete 300 hours of service (this includes training 

workshops and reflection sessions held at your university during some weekdays and weekends).  
• Once your service hours are completed, you become eligible for a $1,000 education award.  
• All of your 300 hours must be completed between: September 12, 2009-August 20, 2010.  
• JusticeCorps members must serve a minimum of 8-10 hours per week (one full day or two half days) 

while in the program with accommodations made for campus intersession times. Hours of operation 
are generally between 8:30 am - 4:30 pm. Service sites do not operate in the evenings or on the 
weekends.  

• Members are expected to treat their position like a job and are expected to miss no more than two 
shifts per semester. 

• Members should plan to provide continuous service for the entire program year (September 2009-
May 2010) with summer service hours optional. Graduating seniors should plan to finish their 
JusticeCorps hours by May or June, depending on their university’s academic schedule.  
 

 
JusticeCorps Member minimum qualifications include the following: 
• You must be 17 years or older, a U.S. citizen, U.S. national or lawful permanent resident of the United 

States with a high school diploma/GED. You will be asked to provide documentation of your age and 
citizenship status. (See application for a list of paperwork considered acceptable documentation.) 

 Members must be enrolled at one of the five JusticeCorps partner universities, Cal State University East
      Bay, San Jose State, San Francisco State, Stanford, or UC Berkeley in order to participate in the program.
      As a JusticeCorps member you are a volunteer of the Superior Court of California. The court requires 

all volunteers to complete a live scan fingerprinting and to pass a local security background check. 
Failure to pass these two security measures will result in ineligibility to participate in JusticeCorps.

     (Accepted Stanford and CSUEB students who do not live in the Bay Area year round will be required
            to have their LiveScan appointment before they return home for the summer break.) 

•  Members must be able to attend all JusticeCorps trainings, including the JusticeCorps Orientation 
on September 12th and 13th 2009 and 4 additional weekend trainings. 

•  Members should possess experience and/or interest in working on problems in the community; strong 
verbal skills, good organizational skills and ability to follow through with assigned tasks; the ability 
to interact professionally with litigants, peers, court staff, and supervisors; and the ability to work 
effectively in a multi-cultural and taxing environment. 

• Generally, members should plan to provide their own transportation to the service location and 
trainings. Reimbursement for some travel expenses, including BART tickets and parking is available. 

•  Members must have access to email and check email regularly (a minimum of 3 times a week).  
• Members must maintain a 2.5 G.P.A. 

 

•

•



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION: When this application is completed sign, and return to your campus service learning 
center or Dan Siskind At:  

  
 
JusticeCorps Program 
Superior Court of California, County of Alameda 
661 Washington Street 3rd Floor Admin Office 

 

 
I.  Personal Profile 

Full Name 
      
 

University  
      

Major 
      

Current Address (all information will be sent to this 
address unless you notify us of a change) 
      
 
 

City, State, Zip 
      

Phone # (Cell Preferred) 
      
 
 

Are you moving within the next six months?  Yes   No    If yes, when?        
Month/Day/Year 

 
*Please notify us of new address at time of move 
 
Permanent Address 
      
 
 

City, State, Zip 
      

Phone # 
      

Alt. Phone # (cell, pager, 
etc.) 
      
 

Email (provide account you check most regularly) 
      

Social Security # 
      

Date of Birth 
      

Gender 
      

Race/Ethnicity (Optional) 
      

GPA 
      

Expected Date  
of Graduation 
      

PLEASE NOTE:  
You will be required to attend a two day weekend orientation before you begin service.  This 
orientation will take place on September 12th and 13th 2009.  

 4 Saturday training events will be scheduled for select Saturdays throughout the year. 2 Service 
Days are scheduled for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and the Cesar Chavez Day
of Service.  

Oakland, CA 94607

You can also download this application— at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/justicecorps/— and complete it online. It must
then be printed and mailed or delivered to the address above. 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/justicecorps/documents/bay_area_justicecorps_application.doc


 
 
 

How many hours per week do you currently spend on work or extracurricular activities? (if applicable) Will you continue to be 
involved in these activities if you are accepted into JusticeCorps? 
      
 
 
 
 
Please list any languages you speak other than English, and your level of proficiency (beginner, intermediate, or fluent.) Please 
note this is not a requirement to participate in JusticeCorps).  
      
 
 
Have you previously served in AmeriCorps   Yes   No 
 
Program Location:       From:        To:       
 
Did you complete your term of service?   Yes   No 
 
If no, please explain:       
 

III.  Program Information 
Please answer each of the following questions.   
 
Please explain why you want to participate in JusticeCorps and what you hope to gain from the experience. Consider why you 
want to participate in JusticeCorps vs. another volunteer experience. If you need additional space, please complete your response 
on a separate sheet of paper.  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you expect involvement in JusticeCorps to tie into your past experiences and future goals? If you need additional space, 
please complete your response on a separate sheet of paper. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

II.  Experience
List any relevant past or present extracurricular/community service activities you are or have been involved in. Briefly describe why 
you decided to get involved and what you found most valuable and/or challenging about your experience(s).  If you need additional 
space, please complete your response on a separate sheet of paper. 
      
 



 
 
IV. Service Placement 
 
JusticeCorps provides an intensive service experience. You will be required to perform a minimum of eight hours of 
service per week for up to 10 months. You must provide one full day of service or two half days of service per week 
during operating hours (generally 8:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday-Friday). For your reference, below you will find a list of 
possible JusticeCorps service sites. Please indicate your top 3 site preferences and which day/shift(s) you will be 
able to serve if possible. 
 
Self-Help Centers provide legal assistance in several areas which may include: Small Claims, Family Law, 
Restraining Orders, and Housing Law. 
 
Family Law Self-Help Centers offer family law assistance including help with child custody, visitation, support, 
spousal support, and support related issues in family law cases. Some Centers also provide litigants with assistance 
in divorce cases and with restraining orders. 
 
 Service Sites

 Alameda County
 

♦ Wiley Manuel Courthouse  
661 Washington Street  
Oakland, CA  94607 

 Self Help Center 

♦ Rene C. Davidson 
1225 Fallon Street 
Oakland, CA  94612 

 Family Law Self Help Center 
 

♦ Fremont Hall of Justice 
39439 Paseo Padre Parkway, 
Fremont, CA  94538 

 
Self Help Center 

♦ Gale-Schenone Hall of Justice 
5672 Stoneridge Drive 
Pleasanton, CA 94588  
Self Help Center 

 
Santa Clara County

 

♦ Santa Clara Self-Service Center 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Santa Clara 
191 N. First St. 
San Jose, CA  95113 

 Self Help Center  

♦ Family Division  
Superior Court of California, 
County of Santa Clara 
170 Park Center Plaza    
San Jose, CA  95113 

 Restraining Order Help Center
  

 
San Francisco County

 

 

♦ ACCESS Center  
575 Polk Street 
San Francisco, CA   94102  

 Self Help Center 

♦ San Francisco Civic Center Court House 
400 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102  

 Family Law Self Help Center 

  

 
San Mateo County 

♦ San Mateo Hall of Justice 
400 County Center 
Redwood City, CA 94063  
Family Law Self Help Center  

♦ Northern Branch: Hall of Justice  
1050 Old Mission Rd.  
South San Francisco, CA 94080 

 Family Law Self Help Center 

♦      Alameda County Office Building
       224 W. Winton Ave., Room 179
       Hayward, CA 94544

Self Help Center 



Site Preference  

Please provide a minimum of three top site preferences.  Some site locations may be added or deleted before the program begins 
in the Fall of 2009. Staff will do their best to accommodate all requests.  

 
First choice:       
 
Second choice:       
 
Third choice:       
 
Other:       
 
Proposed hours served for Fall 2009: Please provide two preferences (choose at minimum one full-day (8 hours) or two half-
day shifts). We understand that your schedule may change each semester/quarter. It is assumed that a morning shift would begin 
at 8:30 and end at 12:30. Afternoon shifts begin at 12:30 and end at 4:30. 
 
 
First Preference: 
Day of Week:   Monday              Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Tuesday             Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Wednesday        Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Thursday            Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Friday                 Morning      Afternoon     All Day * 
 
Second Preference: 
Day of Week:   Monday              Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Tuesday             Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Wednesday        Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Thursday            Morning      Afternoon     All Day 
Day of Week:   Friday                 Morning      Afternoon     All Day * 
 
*Please be aware that all day Friday is a very popular shift and many centers are not open Friday afternoons.  We cannot 
accommodate everyone who requests to serve on this day. Students who request to serve on a day other than Friday will be more 
likely to receive their first choice. 
 

V.  Citizenship Information 
Are you a United States citizen, national or lawful permanent resident alien? 
 

 Yes   No 
 

Please attach a photocopy of any one of the following documents to this application to verify your residency status. You 
will be required to present the original of this document to a JusticeCorps staff member at the program orientation. Failure to 
provide this documentation will make you ineligible to participate in JusticeCorps. 
 

 A birth certificate showing that you were born in one of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the US 
Virgin Islands, American Samoa, or the Northern Mariana Islands 

 A United States passport 
 Certificate of naturalization (Form N-550 or N-570) 
 Certificate of citizenship (Form N-560 or N-561) 
 Permanent resident card, INS (Form 1-551) 
 Alien registration receipt card, INS (Form I-551) 



 
VI.  Additional Information  
Transportation: 
Members must provide their own transportation to JusticeCorps service sites and trainings. You will be reimbursed for 
the most efficient form of transportation to your service site.  What is your preferred method of transportation?   
 

 own car   BART   other, please specify       
 
 
 
Selection Criteria: The number of participants in the 2008-09 class of the Bay Area JusticeCorps is limited to 100 members.  The 
following criteria will be used to select JusticeCorps members: 
 

 Evidence of commitment to the entire year and full participation in the program, including completion of 300 hours of 
service 

 Ability to perform the service requirements, including ability to attend weekend trainings  
 Potential to benefit from participation 
 Strong communication skills 
 Must meet AmeriCorps residency requirements 
 Must pass security clearance 

 
 
Uniform: JusticeCorps will provide each member with a dress shirt.  Please indicate your shirt size:   
 

 small   medium   large  x- large  xx-large  other:       
 
 
VII. Certification  
 
 
My signature below attests that all statements made in this application are accurate and truthful and confirm my understanding that 
any misrepresentations or false statements made in this application may result in not being considered for service, and that if not 
discovered by JusticeCorps until after acceptance, such misrepresentations could be grounds for immediate termination. 
 
 

Signature ___________________________________                    Date: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
As an equal opportunity employer, JusticeCorps encourages applications from all individuals regardless or age, gender, race, 
ethnicity or physical ability, and evaluates all candidates on a merit basis.  JusticeCorps is a proud member of the AmeriCorps 
national service network.  
 

 
VIII. Security Information 
 
 
 

JusticeCorps members are volunteers of the Superior Court of 
California. All court volunteers are required to submit a completed 
security form. After your form has been processed and cleared, you are 
required to do a LiveScan (fingerprinting) that will be submitted for U.S. 
Department of Justice security clearance. You will be notified of the 
required security forms and time and place to complete the LiveScan.  
 
 
 



Application Checklist 
 

 
 
Did you remember to….. 
 

 Include a photocopy of your citizenship/residency status documentation (a 
social security card or driver’s license are not adequate documentation) 

 
 Fully complete and sign your JusticeCorps application 

 
 Provide a placement preference and include a proposed service schedule 

 
 Include your shirt size 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your interest in JusticeCorps 
 

  
 

 
 
As an equal opportunity employer, JusticeCorps encourages applications from all 
individuals regardless of age, gender, race, ethnicity, or physical ability, and 
evaluates all candidates on a merit basis.  JusticeCorps is a proud member of the 
AmeriCorps national service network.  Candidates must be 17 years or older. 
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